DataLinks User Guide

DataLinks is an incredibly powerful but simple to use program that
streamlines the processes involved in accessing your data and
producing your reports. With DatalLinks, rather than spending most
of your time in the repetitive CPT (Copy/Paste Technology) world,
you free up time to do the more rewarding analysis part of your job.

This User Guide is designed to get you up and running with DataLinks,
pointing to several different datasources and creating queries and
reports in just minutes. While your particular datasources and work
flow may differ from the examples in this guide, taking the time to
work through the examples included in this guide using the demo
files provided will likely spark ideas as to how you can use DatalLinks
to simplify the unique ways you access and use data. As you develop
new ways to use DataLinks that you think others might benefit from
or have requests for features you would like to see added, please
send them to suggestions@bidata.net.
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Examples of ways to use Datalinks
Scenario 1 - Periodically (i.e., daily, weekly, monthly) | receive a dump of data from
another source system that | have to analyze. Before | can analyze it though | have
to rename some columns so they make sense, delete some columns or put them in a
different order. Only then can | copy it into an existing Excel workbook and change
the formulas in my analysis to point to the new data. How can DatalLinks make this
process less time consuming?
Scenario 2 - Every month | run a detailed report out of my source system and dump
the contents into a separate worksheet in an Excel workbook. | then create some
trending reports and charts in Excel by combining the data in the separate monthly
worksheets of the workbook. Is there a way DataLinks can help make this process
less time consuming?
Scenario 3 - | have a dream report that | wish my source system would create for me
but the best | am able to do is to get part of the data from one report and the
remainder from a second report. | then push the two reports out to Excel where |
manually copy, paste and otherwise manipulate the data to combine the two reports
into one. Since this takes so long, | am only able to do it weekly although my boss
would love to see this report every day. Is there a way DatalLinks can make this
process easy enough to do every day?
Scenario 4 - Each month | run a headcount report in my HR system and export the
results to Excel so | can manually create a report of employees who transferred from
one cost center to another from one month to the next. The process involved in
creating this report is very time consuming as | have to write multiple VLOOKUP
statements in Excel just to get the changed records identified let alone create the
report! Is there a way that DataLinks can simplify this process so | can do more
productive things with my day?

Page 2 of 43



